
JFCS/East Bay Volunteers
When Susan retired and moved to the East Bay five years ago, she came to 
JFCS/East Bay looking for volunteer opportunities. She had recently completed 
training to become an ESL (English as a Second Language) and literacy tutor 
and wanted to put those new skills to work. Ever since, Susan has devoted one 
entire day a week to helping our Afghan and Iranian clients—many of whom 
are illiterate in their own languages—become more proficient and comfortable 
in speaking and reading English. She has helped an Afghan teen with reading  
and writing as she worked toward her high school graduation, and assisted an 

older Afghan woman  
prepare for her U.S.  
citizenship interview. On top of that, Susan facilitates a weekly book,  
literacy, and discussion group for older Afghan women at the Mt. Diablo 
Center for Adult Day Health in Pleasant Hill. Susan will read a couple  
paragraphs of a book that reflects the participants’ experiences, such as  
Three Cups of Tea or A Thousand Splendid Suns. A translator will then translate 
those paragraphs for the participants, and then the whole group will discuss 
what was read. For women who have never read a book before, this active 
group reading and discussion has given them profound and powerful access  
to stories about their own lives that they never would have had otherwise.

Malka and Eric came to JFCS/East Bay about a year ago wanting to help 
someone in need in the community. They started by delivering holiday  
and Shabbat meals to homebound seniors and people with disabilities. Then  
Eric learned of a JFCS/East Bay client with disabilities who needed computer 
assistance. He now talks to the client on the phone almost daily, helping  
him do email so he can maintain connections with people in his life. In the 
meantime, Malka and Eric discovered that one of our homebound meal 
recipients needed help with grocery shopping and errands. Malka developed  
a list of the client’s favorite foods and she and Eric often bring many bags  
of supplies to her home, stocking her refrigerator, and attending to other 
needs. Malka has continued an ongoing phone friendship with this client, 
checking in weekly to make sure she is all right. This committed friendship 
and support has prevented both of these clients from becoming extremely 
isolated and lonely.

Our fifth annual benefit. 
Please save the date!

Date: 	Sunday, October 30, 2011

Time: 	5:30 pm

Place: Littlefield Concert Hall, Mills College

Featured Guests: 

	 Robert Reich

	 Former Secretary of Labor
	 Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy, 	
	   UC Berkeley

	 in conversation with 

	 Michael Krasny

	 Host of KQED Radio’s Forum

~ Raffle ~

Savories, wines, and sweets  

(dietary laws observed)

Catering by Wendy Kleckner, Too Catering

Register now at www.jfcs-eastbay.org or 

email lfrieband@jfcs-eastbay.org to receive 

an invitation in the mail.

j e w i s h fa m i ly & c h i l d r e n’s s e r v i c e s o f t h e e a s t b ay
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Susan with members of JFCS/East Bay’s Afghan  
book group.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

This is a challenging time for us, along with all agencies 
providing critical mental health and social services in  
California. Even programs geared toward prevention and 
early intervention, which ultimately save money while also 
helping people in need, are being seriously threatened and 
sometimes eliminated. We have weathered the storm pretty 
well so far, but the forecast is worrisome. 

Meanwhile, we continue to abide by our commitment to 
provide excellent services to our clients and community: counseling for children 
and adults, emergency assistance, care management for older adults and their 
families, early childhood mental health consultation, and an array of services for 
refugees and immigrants. Even in this turbulent time, we are proud to add and 
increase selected programs, including the following:

n	 We just received confirmation of additional funds from the Claims Conference 
to help Holocaust survivors afford much-needed home care services. Some of 
these funds may be subject to matching donations from our community; we 
will keep you posted.

n	 We are upgrading to a new level of skill and formal certification to assist refugees 
and immigrants in acquiring green cards and attaining full citizenship. We 
expect to serve an increasingly diverse spectrum of immigrants and will be in a 
good position to provide services should there be new pathways to legalization 
for the large number of undocumented residents of our community.

n	 We are proud to be one of four Alameda County agencies piloting a federally 
funded “family partner” program, strengthening our early childhood mental 
health services through the addition of a highly skilled peer advocate. 

n	 We recently experienced a tremendous surge of applications from past refugees 
seeking to bring over their family members, as the legislative framework for 
the resettlement of religious-minority refugees from the former Soviet Union 
and Iran expired at the end of May. We are also moving forward in our efforts 
to welcome refugees fleeing persecution based on their sexual orientation or 
gender identity, currently expecting new clients from Uganda and Iran.

To help us accomplish all this and much more for as long as needed, we have  
continued to launch our Legacy Society program, encouraging community 
members to include JFCS/East Bay in your estate plans. We invite you to join us 
in our long-term commitment to meeting the evolving needs of our community 
with compassion, skill, and creativity. 

Finally, we look forward to seeing you on Sunday, October 30, for our 5th annual 
Art of Living. We treasure this opportunity to gather, learn, and celebrate with  
all of you.

As always, I extend all my good wishes to you and your families. 

Shalom,

Avi Rose	  
Executive Director   

  

MISSION STATEMENT

Inspired by enduring 
Jewish values, the mission 
of Jewish Family & Children’s  
Services of the East Bay is 
to promote and strengthen 
the social and emotional 
well-being of diverse 
individuals and families  
throughout the entire 
East Bay community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wayne E. Batavia

President

Peter E. Metzner

Vice President

Jeanne Reisman, MD 
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Philip Tendler
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Ben Hamburg

Past President

Leo Hmelnitsky

Sheldon Kahn

Rabbi Yoel Kahn
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Janis Plotkin

Norman Price, MD
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Mark Reisman, MD
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VOLUNTEER WITH 
JFCS/EAST BAY
Share your talents by being a 

friendly visitor to a homebound 

senior, delivering meals, or  

helping immigrants acculturate  

to American life. To learn more, 

please call (510) 704-7480, ext. 529 

or (925) 927-2000, ext. 529.
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THANK YOU JFCS/EAST BAY SUPPORTERS!

KAVOD SOCIETY
Members of our Kavod Society (Society of Honor) are dedicated supporters who contribute $1,000  

or more each year to JFCS/East Bay. This generous commitment enables us to act upon the Jewish values  
of compassion, community involvement, and tikkun olam (repairing the world) in the work we do. 

AgeSong
Alameda County Behavioral Health  

Care Services
Amgen Foundation
Beth Chaim Congregation
Beth Jacob Congregation
B’nai B’rith Oakland Lodge #252
BNY Mellon Community Partnership
Chevron Humankind Matching Gift 

Program
Children’s Support League  

of the East Bay
Conference on Jewish Material Claims 

Against Germany, Inc.
Congregation Beth El
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation B’nai Shalom
Congregation B’nai Tikvah
Congregation Netivot Shalom
Contra Costa Area Agency on Aging
Contra Costa County Children &  

Family Services

Contra Costa County Family and  
Children’s Trust Committee

Contra Costa County Keller Canyon 
Landfill Mitigation Trust Fund

Contra Costa Mental Health Services
David L. Klein Jr. Foundation
Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation
Douglas Parking
East Bay Community Foundation
Every Child Counts:  

First 5 Alameda County
Family Paths
Farella Braun + Martel
Goodsearch.com
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
Horizons Foundation
Jewish Community Endowment Fund of 

San Francisco
Jewish Community Foundation of the 

East Bay
Jewish Federation of the East Bay
Kaiser Permanente Community Giving 

Campaign

Kaiser Permanente - Diablo Area
Kaiser Permanente - East Bay Area
Kanbar Charitable Trust of the Jewish 

Community Endowment Fund
Koret Foundation
Kung Pao Kosher Comedy
Levi Strauss Foundation
Levinson Benefits Group
Managed Economics
The Mechanics Bank
Meyer Sound
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Oakland Fund for Children and Youth
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Private Ocean LLC  
Rich Edwards Imagery
Ross, Inc.
Safe Passages
San Francisco Foundation
SAP Matching Gift Program
Sarlo Foundation
Saul Zaentz Company
Semnani Family Foundation

Senior Helpers
Silver Transitions
Study Groups of Rossmoor
Tehiyah Day School
Temple Beth Abraham
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple Isaiah
Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai Social Action Committee
Thomas J. Long Foundation
Torrey Pines Bank
Touro University
Trio Foundation
Unicentric
United Way California Capitol Region
Verizon Foundation
Volunteers of America
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Community Support 

Campaign
Y & H Soda FoundationYMCA of the 

Central Bay Area

CIRCLE OF COMPASSION
$25,000 AND ABOVE

The Sylvan C. Coleman, Clarence B. 
Coleman and Joan F. Coleman 
Charitable Foundations 

Jon Eager and Nancy Klehr  
Philanthropic Fund

Doris Marx
David and Fela Shapell Family  

Foundation

CIRCLE OF  
LOVING KINDNESS

$10,000–$24,000
Robin & Rich Edwards
Falik Family Philanthropic Fund
William David Fidelholtz
Grossberg Abrams Foundation
Shenson Trust 2
Harry Weininger Administrative Trust

CIRCLE OF HEALING
$5,000–$9,999

The Donald & Carole Chaiken  
Foundation

Sarah Liron & Sheldon Kahn
Terry Neben & Philip Simon
Ruth & Barry Phillips
Monica Salusky & John Sutherland
Sarnat-Hoffman Philanthropic Fund 
Shirley & Philip Schild
Rabbi Judy Shanks & Jamie Gracer
Sosebee Family Philanthropic Fund
Anonymous (1)

CIRCLE OF COMFORT  
$2,500–$4,999

Melissa & Wayne Batavia
Rachel & David Biale
Sandy and Jean Colen Family  

Foundation
Sandra & Ben Hamburg
Carole & Ted Krumland 
Lapporte-Frankel Family  

Philanthropic Fund
Lubman Family Philanthropic Fund
The Maisel Foundation
Aliza & Peter Metzner
Maya & Bernard Rappaport
Robin Reiner & Frederick Isaac
Mark Reisman & Rogelio Chapa
Schwartz Family Philanthropic Fund
Joan & Fred Weil
Anonymous (1)

CIRCLE OF LIFE  
$1,800–$2,400

Anne & Daniel Bookin
Linda Dubins & David Baer
Robert Engel
Amy & Morton Friedkin
Stella & David Goodwin
Janet & Joseph Grodin
Barbara & Barry Gross
Marla & Robert Kane
Hannah Kranzberg
Susan Kupfer
Massie Family Charitable Trust
Helen & John Meyer
Nancy and Norman Price  

Philanthropic Fund

CIRCLE OF LIFE (cont’d)
Josephine Schwartz
Shoresh Foundation 
Jan & Alex Trzesniewski
Anonymous (1)

CIRCLE OF CARING  
$1,000–$1,799

Sue Adler-Bressler & Dave Bressler
Rhoda Agin
Mathilde Albers
Rina Alcalay
Tracy & Dennis Albers
Sue & Ronald Bachman
Sally Brown
Buchalter/Adler Family Fund
Gloria & Jerome Burke
Barbara & Lawrence Cahn
Leona & Rabbi Steven Chester
Nancy & Stewart Daniels
Judy Davidoff & Jack Gipsman
Virginia & Murray Davis
Frank Dixon
Pamela & Michael Ein
Sandra & Edwin Epstein
Myra & Jerry Feiger
Claudia & Rick Felson
Arlette & Nick Gerson
Larry Ginsburg
Shelley Gordon & Richard Burge
Eve Gordon-Ramek & Henry Ramek
Phyllis Helfand
Melissa Heller & Steven Douglas
Linda & Eric Horodas
Shelley Horwitz
Marilyn & Michael Jensen-Akula

CIRCLE OF CARING (cont’d) 
Liz Kahlenberg-Bordow &  

Richard Bordow
Amy Kaminer & Robert Kruger
Julia Kaplan & Louis Roitblat
Dawn Kepler & Mark Snyder
Kenneth Kofman
Zina Kruglikov
Anna Levin & Leo Hmelnitsky
Mary Jane & Steven Lowenthal
Rabbi Jacqueline &  

Jonathan Mates-Muchin
Deborah & Alvin Medvin
Ellyn & Gerald Meyers
Claire & Bill Moran
Cheryl & Neil Pincus
Jane & Mark Rabinovitz
Jane Reece
Jeanne Reisman & Leonard Goldschmidt
Joy & Kenneth Rhodie
Richard Robinson
Avi Rose & Ron Strochlic
Anne Rosenberg & Lawrence Kampel 
Jodi Schiller & Ben Douglas
Schmier Philanthropic Fund 
Seeley Family Foundation
Delphine Sherman & Philip Tendler
Herbert Simon
Lynn Simon & Daniel Lachman
Sheila Sosnow & Richard Nagler
Janina Wanatowicz
Terri Witriol & Ralph Sklar
Vicki & Steve Zatkin
Anonymous (5)

The gifts listed here were received  
between July 2010 and June 2011.  
Giving circles are by fiscal year.  If we 
have inadvertently omitted your gift  
or listed it incorrectly, please contact 
us so we can adjust our records.

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE KAVOD SOCIETY
To join other community leaders as a member of the Kavod Society,  

or to learn more, please contact Lynn Simon at (510) 704-7480, ext. 760 
or lsimon@jfcs-eastbay.org.

Foundation, Government, and Institutional Support
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Main Office

and
Suse Moyal  
Center for Older Adult Services

2484 Shattuck Ave., Suite 210
Berkeley, CA 94704
Main: (510) 704-7475
Older Adult Services: (510) 558-7800
Fax: (510) 704-7494 

Contra Costa Office

1855 Olympic Blvd., Suite 200
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Phone: (925) 927-2000 
Fax: (925) 927-3131 

Family Justice Center

470 27th Street
Oakland, CA 94612
Phone: (510) 704-7480, ext. 700

Executive Staff

Avi Rose

Executive Director 

Libby Granett

Director of Human Resources & Operations 

Glen Kashiwa

Director of Finance 

Barbara Nelson

Director of Refugee & Immigrant Services 
Director of Contra Costa Services 

Lynn Simon

Director of Development 

Carol Singer

Director of Clinical Services 

Rob Tufel

Director of Adult Services

Holly Taines White

Director of Grants & Communications

Newsletter Design 
Nicole Vasgerdsian, JPD Communications

Jewish Family & Children’s Services 
of the East Bay

Non-Profit Org. 
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